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6L TH BOMBAKRDMFNT GROUF (H) -
_ £PO 520 ' . U S Army ) s
319.1 . ) 17 September 194k |
] | : SUBJECT:, Narrative Mission Report
TO . Commending Officer, 55th Bombardment Wing (H),

ATPO 520, U S Army

l. On 17 September 194L &t 07594 hours, twenty elght (28)
czcheduled B-2L tvve a/c end three (3) spsre B-24 a/c took. off '
. _ to bomb the Shell 0il. Refinery, Budapest, Hungary. The_thirty =

. one (31) e/c formed two (2) attack units, the first unit reing
led by Lieutensnt’ Colonel Flvin F. Goodyear, Deputy Group
S Commender, =nd the second unit led by 1lst Lieutenant Sharon
E. Waggoner$ Assistent Operations Officer, 776th Bombardment .

Squadron (H K

2. Group &sssembly, Group and Wing Rendezvous were ex~
ecuted as ordered and without incident. : T

3. Two (2) a/c returned eérly as follows:

6. A/C No. 42-7852L turned back et 0931A hours.at
(4,20487N-16028'E) becsuse of oxygen leak, reduced pressure
seventv five pounds in first hour without use. No. 3 engine
leaking oil through prop governor and booster motor on teil

turret inoperative. .

.~ b. A/C No. 42-78430 turned back at 114L0A hours at .
(47°10*'N-19010'E) becsuse No. L engine and No. 2.turbo governor
beceme inoperative.. ' o

4. Twenty nine (29) a/c were over the target at 11524 -

“hours (briefed target time 1200A hours) and twenty elght a/c
- dropped sixty nine and one half {69%) tons of five hundred -
"(500) pound RDX bombs (.1 nose end mixed .01l and .025 tail

;. fusing) from 23,800 feet. R

-

a. THree a/c jettisoned five and one:half-(5%) tons -
as follows: ’ , : N - ' : L

4

T A/C No. 42=78430 (early return) jettisoned two and
. one half (2%) tons et (47910 N=19OL0'E) at 11L0A hours. -

IR A/C No. 42-95337 jettisoned two snd one half (2%)
©.tons.at {4,79201N=19010'E) "after malfunction of bomb release .-
"mechanism,prevented rq}easeﬁoy@rvta:get;- IR T A R
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Ltr Narr Mission Rpt,' contd
A/C No. 42-51625 jebtisoned one noif (') ton rbt (420

50tM-14A015'7)  A-2 release would not operate over target.

a =

b. A/C No. L2-73524 (early return ) returned two and one
half tons to bace. ’ ' :

Recanitulation of Bomb Tonnnge -

Dronped-on tareet 69.5
Jettisoned 5.5
Returned to bhase : 2.5

' Total . 775

¢c. A variation in the axis of stteck was made teo avoid
smoke from orevious bombing. The turn into the bomb run was made
short of the I.P. and the rxis of ettack was 2500. As a result of
this action target visiblility was excellent.

<

Bomb strike ohotographs show close and heavy concentrat- .
ion of bomb strikes cover target area. A large explosion derived
from strikes on the storsge tanks for intermediate or finished
products. Smoke from explosion obscures crude oil storage tanks,
nrobable lubricstine oil plant, distillstion unit, boiler house,
nrobable stanilizetion and purification installations, storage
tanks for intermediate or finished products, an¢ distillation unit.
Three bomb ctrikes on despatch building. Three strikes on storage
+anks and desvpatceh buildings. Two strikes directly oh two oll
freighters. Fourteen strikes in residential area. Five strikes
fell 22n0 feet esst of briefed aiming point, running glone highway.
Tour strikes fell on opvosite side of river 3500 fe of crude
o0il storage tenks. Tifteen bomb strikes fell in iy
south west of tarpget area. '

5, Automatic Pilot was used by both attack unit leaders.

6. TAH flak was encountered at the target for a périod of
four (4) to five {5) minutes. The greatest concentration was im-
mediately asfter the bomb release line. . :

7. Tighter escort consisting of forty (40) P-38 a/c was first
observed at 1047A hours at (45°48'N-17°30'E) and remained in the
vicinity of the group until 1315A hours at the Yugoslavian Coast, . A
total of twenty five (25) P-51 a/¢ were observed eginning at 1029A

hours (4L4O58'N-16957'E) and being observed at intervals until 1331A
hours over the Adriatic. L ‘ :
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Ltr MNerr Vission Rot, contd

8. Bese iteelf clesr vith strotocunulus on horiven. £/10
strctecvmulus from Pese to coest which became 8/10 altocwmlus
over Adristic, towms 12-1L4,000 feet.

Over Pinorics, €/10 stretocun-lus, tons &,000 teet.
Pevond Tinarice, cloud cover broke to scatteredé and continuecd
scattered to target,

Clear st target, visibility twenty (20) miles.

On return, seme excevt L/10 cumulus over Dinarics, topns
12,000 feet. ' ‘ . ' '

Clear over Acdristic except for patches of strstocumulus.

, 5/10 eumulus at Base on retﬁrn, tons 6-8,000 fect. Vige-.
irility, entire route,’ls-zo miles.

9. Three a/c were damaped by flak two (2) will be inoperat—
ive for over twentv four (24) hovrs.

. Three (2) crew ‘memhers received minor flsk wounds and four
(L) were glishtly frost bitten.

Definite instructions.having,been given all cr=w members
concerning the necessityv of nrotection against frost bite a thorourh
investigation was made to ascertein the reason for 'the cases re“ort-
ed today. The results of the inVPQ+ination fol]om.

776th Eombardment Sauvadron (H)

2nd Lt Walter g Morio:tv, Bombardier. Slight frost bite'
of fingers of both hends. Nose wheel door was opened over target
and ingurv incurred despite guantlet tyve wool Floveq being worn.

Set Williem H. Folz, tail gunner. Slight frost bite, one
toe: Heavy winter JTlying boots were. worn. .

778th Bombardment Squadron (H)

Crl John J. Hoyda snd Cpl Robert T. Hipgins both received
slight frost bite of the hands while alternating as bsall turret
and waist gunners after connection in ball turret for electrically
hented cujte has become inouerative.
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Ltr Narrative Mission Renort, contd

17. The only ohservetion of immortence vas at 13204
hours, S»lit Harbour, 15,000 feet. Two (2) submerines ond
two (2) merchent vessels. '

11. Thirtv (20) a/c.landed betveen 14104 hours and 1500
A hours. -

12. Route vwers flown as briefed. Track chert of route .
attuched. :

‘123, Ceven (7) a/c attempted vhotorravhs. Selected strike
nhotosrenh atteched. '

For the Commendings Officer:

i
FRANCIS ¥, HLLEH ’
Masjor, AC
Intellipence Officer




