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A-C )20 U 5 Army

1. On 1 septemn.r 1944, twenty eight
53-24 a/c aund three (3) spare B-24 a/c took

nours to oomb the roll.ng stoclk in the Szalol /Y at 3zajol,
T Hungarye. :
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sent Ving (8), O

(2¢) screduled
off at 0O715R

The ﬁhiftv one (31) a/c r1crmed in two (2) attack

units, the first D€ ing led by ¥Major Clarcnce G, Poif, Squad-

rcn Commander of the T778th 3c.bardment 3Squadron (), and

the zeccnd oy Captain Roo Tt L. Wingfisld, Flisht Leader cf
the 779th Bo~bardsent Sguadron (H).

2. The 1orm-up was made 28 planned,

renﬁczvous was not as prescrined.

nowever, the line
The 4064th
Group entered the ascsemoly area and executed a 300° turn, at’
witienn time the iour (4) ocoxes of the 4vsth Bomvardaent.Group
{H) were not in a sroup rormeation nut were flying as individ--

uomoardmeﬁt

uel ooxes. For this reason the Greup leader of the 404th

Boupardment Group (H) set course rTor and was over Spinazzola
Tris lead was
untll the, rirst TP was reacned at which time the 4o0sth Bomo-

at 0c2lE nours in the Wing lesd pos

iticn.

ardaent Group too:l over and continued to lead to the target.

3. Two (2) scheduled a/c returned early.
the Tok.io tanik, turned
fron 42°08 N-17°00'E and landed at 09243 hours. .

42~ (0,40 occause ﬁf a =as lealt in

~

-955-55 due to a lo=s 01 01l pressure necessitating tne

Lmatnerlns o No. L engine, and oecause o, 5 a.al Iic. 4 engines
returned i'rom 44C105 '“-190

vere running roush. and losing oil

46'% and landed at 1loH3 ours. Two (2) spares returned as
orderad from 42°35' = 170"'" lazding at 10363 hours.
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4. Twenty seven. (27) a/c were over the tar

ou (Drlbf’d tarsget time was 1100B nours) &uu twentj six
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B=24 a/c ¥o.

3-24 ase \o.

get 2t 11033
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Ltr Tarrative [ission Report, cocntd

(20) 2/c irogned sixty five (S5) tone of SCO pousd P voabs

(.1 nose and .G25 tail fusiag) Cros 20,200 tzeb. Coe (1) a/e
_over. the tarset with the Termat.on ALld not relsase »2zcauce

tre womd releace handle would not "0 intec celoct or into sz2lvo
sogitimn. This a/c returned two 2.d one half (2.) tons of
somde tc waze. Cne (1) €arly return and the twc (2) spares
returngd seven.gud one half (7y) tons of oonmbs tec base. Une
(1) early return in order to llighten the load after Ltlie locs

of Mc.l engine, jetiilscned two a.d one half (2u) toune of

P

sombs at 43°065117-15°20'E. N

Recanitulation of Boub Tonrnasz- Disposition’

) Jropned on tarzget 05.00 teons
Returned to oac 10,00 tcns
Jettlisoned _2.50 tons

. Total _ ' \_ - T7.50 tons

Bouab strike photos show a heavy conceantraticn of
bowbs in the Szajol /Y. ijumerous direct hits were made
among anpreximately 400 cars 1ln the yard. An explosicn oc--
cured in the midst of several columns of cars ncar the west
end of the /Y. There were probaple direct nits and near
missee on the railroad staticn aud adjoining builldings. The
larsest concentration of nits oovered 2500 fzetl of trackage
in the center of the yard. Additisoal hits extended 2,000 £t
north of the yard, and a small concentration is on the river
bank 3500 ft north of the MPI. Approximately 30 strikes were .
" one mile short of the target, in the open area onetween the.
two gets of tracks. : : . :
5. The C-3 Automatic Pilot was ussd by the leader in
each attack unit. Sombing was visual. . y
"6, Flak at the target was SIH and commenced cne (1)
minute after bombs=-away, lasting for about one (1) minute.
Thirty (30) to thirgy five (35) bursts werée counted, mostly
to the left of the formation aud believed to be from guns
defending Szolnok. - ’
- To There were no encounters. One (1) JU 88 was ooserved
at 1200B hours at 45 21'N-20°29'E flying at lo,000 £t,2,000 't :
below the. formation, and at right angles-ot the .course of the i
formation. One (1) FW 190 was observed at 11008 hours in the S
target area. Thls e/a came in high from 7 o'cloek and closed
to within T00 yards of the formation, bpreaking away without
attacking. Four (4) unidentified a/c were observed at 11358 I
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. Lir larrative .ilcsloa Report, contd
. hours ab 4G°0u'i-19%4C'E. ~ : he asc wire to
the rear cf the formatlion . high, out were cnzascd oy the
rsecrt ana dispersed. ‘
8. menlezvous wlth the fizhter escort consicting ol ten
? ) (1) P-21 a/c of tre 52rd and 232nd Fighter Groups was ffect-

ed ot 1Ulws sours. The escort provided targct.cover and with-
drawal to «3°07'1-18°07'E Leinz last ooserved at 12345 rours.
Q. uzather was senerally clear. From the Sinaric )
Alps to the ta set cirru° w2 enccunter.d with a few alto,
stratus patches. The target was clear wit th frontal clouds to
the nort nwo:t of the target. .Visipnility wae rectricted to
15 miles -in haze. On return ihe weather was clear, except for
, scattered cumulus over the Dinaric Alps, with visipility 15 to
e 20 milcs cver the entire route.
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- 10. Tsemxollowing’ooservations were reported: -

‘Tinme Place B Altitude . Jpservation » .
10085 44955'N-°O°15'E 15,00 5ix (o, ocil storage ta;ks; g
10083 - 44943 7-20023 ¢, 000 . Five (5) SEF on A/F.

10185 450237§-20024'E 17,000 Nine (9) 5-F on A/D.
' Petrovsrod - - :

11135 46°55'5=19043'E 15,500 A/D with twSive (12) 4 engine
.9 . ' - "+ A/C dispersed in pariing Area.
11343 46°06'H-19940'E 14,500 Factory with three (3) i
Subctica . . gmoking stacks. \ .
: : . 11348 46°06'H-19°40'E 14,500 /¥ containing 400 to 500
a o . Bubotlca : ‘ _ yagons. . ‘
12008 g 44047 'H-19°20"'E 14,050 rwelve (12) seaplanes with
' ) : silver wing tips, one with
‘ twin fuselzage, in the Driva -,
: S River,.. )

11. HNo a/ec of this Group received flak damage.
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cevéd (27) a/c landed at this nase troen 2
e Lo 14005 ncurs, :

e route was Ilown as orisfed. Traci orort

-
5 route flowvm 1 inclosed,.

l4.. seven (7) a/c attenpted shotogranhs. Selected ’ v
nrint iaclosed. : 3
0"
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