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1. un 27 hugust 1944, twenty sevén (27) of twenty
eight (24) schzduled 3-24 a/c and two (2) spares took off
to boxsb Dlechhaaaer South Syntnetic Oil P’th.

One of the scheduled a/c crushed on take-off when
o -3 enzine failed. .

The +ventj nine (29) a/c Tormed in two attack
units., "Whe firat attack unit w*“ led by &dajor William
H. Reddelti, Commanding Officer of the 776tn Bombdrdment
cuguedron () aud the sescond attack unit was led by lst Lt
hurold K. Kline, First Pilot of the 777th Bowbarduent
Souadroa (. ) ce . '

<. The Group form-up was hindered to sowne extent by
low cunulus in the formru) area. The line rendezvous was
az-prescribed novever the Wing rendezvous was about one (1)
winute L=te becuuse this group was forced to execute a
steep leit turn in order to maintain wing forwnation posit-
ion behind the 465th Bowburdment Group (4). The 460th
Bowberdnent Croup (H) Tlew right echelon until requezted by
the lénd Group to asswae thelr proper position.

3. Five (5) of the scheduled a/c¢ were early returns.
.0ne (1) #/c¢c rsturned from the form-up area, landing at
1102B hours becduse of the interphone system was entirely
out. One (L) &/c¢ returned from 45°900'N-17903"E with No 2
engine featnered because of the loss of the proo governor,
- and landed .st 12208 hours. .One a/¢ returned Trom 45°10'N-
—_ 17°900'E because Mo 1 supercharger was out, excessive oil,
" leak In No 2 engine, erratic manlfold,presoure, and because
=+ e , five (5) guns were out. This a/c landed at 1145B hours. s
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Cne z/c¢ returned frow Andria ianding at 09008 hours be-
ciuse of o rip ia the up-and-lock line of the hydraulic
sy sten. The seur could not be locked ia the "fetrlcted
position." one (1) u/c returned.frowm 46°20'N-17°L5'E
because of' o .o leww Lo Wo 4 engine and oil leaks in
Ho 3 «nd No 4 engines. This a/c¢ lunded at 12258 hours.

Ly Tueqty tihree (23) a/c were over the targel at
1216B hours (bricied target time was 12138 hours) drop-
91u~ ifty seven and one half (573%) tois or 500 pound GP
poups {.1 nose and .025 tail fuse) from 23,000 feet. One
(L)'a/c jettisoned two and one half (2%) tons of bombs at
SOOLQ'J-LUOLZ'W at 1211B hours when arter the loss of No
L engine it was lwpossible to St«/ with the forwmation. -
This =/c¢ cut soutih of the target und rejoined the format-
ion on the rally. Three (3) eﬁrlﬁpreturns brought back
seven and one nzlf (74) tons of bombs). One (1) early
return jettisoned two and one half (45) tons of bowbs at
45900'¥-17903'E o lignten the load in order to maintain
a.titude on turee (3) engines. Another eazrly return
jettisoned two and oue nalf (2%) tons of bombs at 41°935'N-.
16°20'E because of the safety factor involved in landing
with 4 bonbd load considering the broken hydraulic line.

r&mgpitulation of bomb disposition informution::

Dropred on target - 57.50 tons
Jettisoned 7.50 tons
Returned - ' 7.50 tons
. In a/c which crashed on T/0 5 tons
/5 00 tons

Bomb strike photos show the bomb pattern running
into hequ smoke from earlier bombing in-the viecinity of
the injector house and compressor house. A large conceq-
tration of hits borders the compressor house on the north.
Bomb strikes. start one mile northwest of the briefed MPI
and continue southeast across the labor camp and -towards
the compressor house which is swmoke obscured. Several hits
were on the lhydro:ienation stalls adjacent to the injector
house. ' Numerous additional hits are probably in the smoke
obscured axea covering the gas genevating and purification
plants.

5. ~-The C-1 automatic pllot was used by the leader of
the first attack unit. ~The 4-5 automatic pilot was not ‘
used by the leader of the, second attack unit because it had .
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not been pr 2viously checked and the pilot did not set it
up.

6. The flzk at the target wus Iall and lasted for a
period of sbout five (5) minutes, commencing at 12138 hours.
Thes greatest concentration was encountered just after bouwbs
evey. ©all fial consisting of about three (,) bursts, des--

‘eribed as Nhlt , was encountered at 499151 -189,5'8. &Scent
- and hneavy fisK wds observed frou Gyor. No e/a’ were obsexved

or encouauurud.

7. kscort consisting of tvmut% (20) P=51 a/c were
first observed at 1110B hours at 47°45'11-17°48'E, of which
four (i) P-51 were identified as belonging to the 332nd
Fighter Groun. Fiohtars of the 52nd and the 31st Fighter -
Groups furnished target cover. Twelve (12) P-38 a/c were
observed &t 40010'1 18°00'%E et 1240B hours and furnished
w1thdrawal cover. - The escort departed at 1332B hours at

" L6CLO TN~ 17 20'E. The escort was. described as poor on return

from the turget.

&. The weather was clear &t tine base on take off with
visibility twenty (R0) miles. There were patches of cumu-
lus at 2,000 fest on the east Italian coast. The Adriatic
was clear with visibility 15 to 20 miles. Overiand to the

turget & few scattered cumulus with visibility generalLy

20 miles. From Gyor north to the target thers was 2/10
scattered cirrus at 28,000 feet. The target was clear.
with visibility well over 20 miles. The surface winds were

~southwesterly at 10 mph. On the return route only occase

fonal siaall cumulus with visibidity 20 miles. 1/10 to 2/10
cunulus confined tc the mountains to the west with visibvil-
ity 20 miles at the base on return. . '

€ . ‘

‘@,  One (l) a/c is. mlasin B-24 a/c¢ No 42-50796 is
reported by members of two 82) crews to have ieft the for-
mation at 1052B hours at 46 55'N 17940'E having reported .
a gas leak in No 4 engine. B-24 a/c¢ No 41-?9&50 is repor-

ted to have landed at Vis. .

The crash of B~24 &/c No 4L2-953,8 on take off
resulted in the death of two (2) crew members. Two (2)
other crew meibers received injuries which necessitated
hospitulization. 8ix (6) others were treated for minor
injuries.
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10. Four (4) u/c received flax dauwage. Cne of these
/¢ will be inoperatiornel fer more than twenty four (Z4)
houwrs. :

z._o

L. "The Tollowing observations were reported:

Time Place ' Altitude Observation |
1109 Gyor 4 19,000 2 SEF on L/G at Gyor which

' were not there orfl return.

1326 47°05'N-17%52'E 17,000 Runways at Veszprem are being
lengthened by the addition of
concrete on one end. The run-
way completed will be 5,000 ft.

» in length. ; :

1216 Target . 23,000 Smoke pots in the target area

’ to the west, thougnh in operation

were very ineffective and 4did not

- obstruet visibility. ,

12.  Twenty two (22) a/c¢ landed between the hours of
1524B hours and 18<3B hours. B-24 a/c No 42-78336 landed
at Chieti (Gallon Tower) for gas at 1552B hours and retur-
ned to base linding ot 1823B hours. '

13. Route was flown .as briefed. Track chart showingw'
route au flovm i attached. :

. %qa- Six (6);a/c attempted yhotograpﬁh. Selected print
attaclied. ’ . U . : '
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For the Commending Officer:

FEANCIS F. LLDER -
Major, AC -
Intelligence Officer
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2 Inclosures
Incl 1 - Track chart
Incl 2 - Selected print




