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Congnanding Officer, 55th Bomburdnent Wing (H),
APU- 520, U b Army :

. On 23 sugust 1944, twenty-six (26) of tweaty-

izht (2d) weneduled B-24 a/ce ind three (3) spures took
off wt 07568 hLours to buitb sarkersdorf »/D, fustria.

2. Tue twenty-niue (29) &/c roruwed in two atlael andto,

he firut sttoel unit wes led by ..zjor Clorence G. olf,
quudren Congancer, 774th Pesbordaontogusdron (i), ond
second cttack unit was led by zumett T. Drake, lst It.,
Taolit Lender, 778th Bowbordnent wguadron (£). deur the IP

Nrexce festhored un engine wad his lewd ponition wes Turen
sr o byoznd L. Dode Bl Liorlen, 778th Bomburdment Sguadron
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), Miret Depuly Leader of the second ellack unit.
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- 3. The Group Torm-up and itne line rendezvout were
dvecutad —n oloa.ood.  The LESth Bomburdment Group (i), Wing
. Leader, climbed st arcund 150 .wlbi, making 1t difiicult feor
¢ ' : tne 464ta Dosburdasal dewuwg () to stey in the formetion. .
' ’ The 465tl Bombardment Group (i) missed the I, wmude 1800 :
turn cnd hit lehter.  Tle LO64thL Bombardment Group (i)' took i
Wing Lead, sfter being czlled by Wing Lezsder, to taite over.
2 ‘ - : : A ,
. The two (2) a/c of the twenty-eight (23) vcheduled
failed to toKe off Tor the following reasons: Gne (1) «/c
. _ No. Le-752445 bacausre fuel cells were out; One (1) a/c Mo. o o
- LL=10573 hydralic liney wbici: hed been cut was not comiplete- .
ly repaired. Cne (1) spare a/c turned bucik at 09508 hours
Sand landed b LLLED houwrs &t this base. .
‘ , 5. Twenty-eight (28) a/c¢ were over the targel at
- 1232B nours (pbriefed target time was 1210B hours). Twenbty-

five.(;5) a/c¢ droyped 61 374 .tons of 500 pound GP bombs C

.

{fused .1 nose and ndn—delaylﬁail) from 23,400 freet. One
‘ (1) a/c of tue htwenty-Tive (Z5) a/c¢ dropping on the target
~ " jettisoned 3/4 tons of bombs at L8C03'N=-15°34'Y in order to
: ‘ keep up with the formation after No. 4 supercharger ran '
" : a.\'\.’ay . ’ . .
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‘escort. Thg escort was last reported ovsServed at 13443
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The three (3) eddivionul &,/¢ over tue target
v Al b dres borbe cn turget jetiisoned tieir
as follows: oUne (1) &/c jelilsoned 2; tons ot
M=L5Yaer s ster loosing ro. 2 engine, une (1) o/c
isoned 1 tons ut 46928'1N-16C004'E in urder tc xeeo
tlhe Iomsotion wlter looeing fic. 2 cuperchurger,
S miae 4,/ weEsS unavle to f£eep uu with tue Tormstion
end Jettisoned the remninder i its bosb lond i tong nt .
L79231=150062 5, vne (1) o/c jettisoned 2. tonc of tcowns
at L80U3'L-15745'E in order to maintain altitude after loss
of wo. 2 englne. une (1) spare &/¢ returned Z: t..s of
buads o buce. :

recepitulation of boabs:

\, Dropped on target - 61 3/L tons
) Jettlisuned : 8 L/4 tons
brouglt buck to base . _2 1/% tcns
Totel 72 1/2 tons

Loub strike .hotos show concentration of hite on
=3 L-'

tre ezstern side of trhe sirdrome snd in the nans s area.
Tnirty-civ (36) single enzined and Tour twin engined aircraft

were orez:ut on the Cielf. Of tnsce, seven (7) sinzle
engined a/c were destroyed and three damaged. Boub strikes
started ¢t the southeast corner of the landing area =nd ran
northward vy the east side of the alrdrome, tnrough the
hangsr wires und into the durracks ares. There were direct
nits cn three hangars end near misses on a fourth. weveral
hits wsre scorsd €n the w/T Lepot. '

6. C-1 end A-5 was used respectively by tie leuders
of the lst and 2nd attsck Units, and the boubing was visual.

‘ 7+ No flak was encountered at the target. oaH flak
vas encountered =t 43°9,3'N-16°940'E, SIH ob u6°42'N—15059'E,
AH to L at 43925'0-17°14'E, SAH at 439317'N-17904" L.

r

8. Fighter escort consisting of 30 P-51 a/c were
Tirst observ.ed ot 1130B hours &t ASOAO'N-15Q59'E, which
provided escort ot -the target, cover over the target .and
withdr-wal escert. Twenty (2C) P-38 a/c were first observ-
ed &t the target which provided target cover and withdrawal

hours at 44 4L6'N-17°15'E,
. - : D=2 -
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“land weng, Cenerally hasy with vieibilities 138 iles.
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9, weather at tase on take orfT cleur vitn viciviiity
twenty (20) .ailaa.  On the route cut, sdrictic scittered
pateles of ctrata cumulue =t 11,000 feet and naze, visioility
riftecy {(L5) gilcc. o Over the land aress, scottered cugmulus -
vecoaing 2/10 #nd some cwelling cuwwulus in Graz ares. On
the ooreeel o tae target soue putenes 5710 cusalus In up-

e ottoproad ciriu el 23,000 teet. 4t the tsreet, huzy vis-
ibility 12 to 15 wiles, 2/10 scotiered cirrus st ws,000-
feet,. 3/10 cwaulus: toes 14,000 Teet, witn incresie towerd
uplands. On the return route the lowlends to tuie Drava

‘river areea, only. scattered, 3/10 strabte cwsulus téops 1i, 000

Teet. Visinility L2 riles in heze. from taois point to the
coast of Yugoslevia, clondiness incroused, and route altered

‘Lo wvoid nesvy cleuds.  7/10 to 8/10 hewvy cusulus,) most

tops to 16,000 ieet with some scatberced Cb tu aeurly 30,000 : ’
feet., Asvoclated widdle clowds end Ligh clougs oifitne -
ne.vy cusulus, adrictic clear wyay {from the coastal cuwnulus

witp vizibiliity 15 miles ian contirued nane,  ouse on return,

2/10 cuaulus verven 25,000 feet with increuse in wowitulns St

to west, visibillity 15 to 18 miles. o winds slolt aveil-

asle, genereliy .ore ooteriy than briefed resulting in leit

ariit to aircruaflt. 2

1. Qone of the a/c returning received [lui (CRSTTMATINCIN
Tuere were 1o cesualties on todays mission.

Ll two (2) uk 109 e/a were obsa:ved at 1730B nours in
the turget wres @t an altitude or 5,000 feet. Gue (1) of
titese asc was ovservea to have been spot down by a F-51 a/¢.
Two {(2) ¥ 190 e/ were observed ot 1231B hours in the tar- - .
get aren ot an altituae of 1,000 feet, two (2)FW 190 e/a ' o
were observed at 12248 hours at an altitude of 23,000 feet
Plying in the opponile direction. tq thet of the formition.
The &/¢ were of & black color. One (1) . 109 e/a was ob-
served at 12203 noars et L7°45'N-15°L5'E flying ahead of
Tormation st an altitude of 20,000 feet. 'I'nis a/c was of a-
olacik ‘coloxr. None of the e/g ovserved attacked tihie forum~

‘ution.

12, The following olLservations were reported on in-
terrogadion: + . :

iine. Place Attitude

Ubservation ’ - E

1338 - 45509!N=17016 K 17,000 10 barges heaaed :=E
‘ 25
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1254  4L7°23'N- lSOl"L 22,000 &»/C burning on ground
1323 L6O01'N-16C32'E /,900 w/Y - 300 cers
1343 buoﬁl'A-l OLh'L 3 w/c purced . u A/D .
1354 LLVLT7'N 17015'5 , L SE oz/C ©2 h/D
L3. Wverty-eigsht (2¢) o/c L=znded ot tails vase vetieen
15008 rours wnd 15233 Lhours.
1L. “The route wvas flown as briefed except on  tne re-
turn a ciusgs vet wede to aveld veather. Traca eliard .
slowing route as briefed aind as . .rlovn is ctteched.
15, ittt (€) wje atieupted »nhotogrepshs. o1 ctod
print atteched. :
¥For the Commanding Ofiicer:
Crlealls Foosbomr '
‘ _ seajor, AC ° ’ ’
2 Incls: " Iatelligence Officer
Inel 1-Truack Chart .
Incl 2-Zelected thicto
@,
P




