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1. On 16 surust 1944, twenty eight (24) scieduled 3-2L -
a/c und trree {3) spHres tooxk off at VG558 nours to dbuub the
Ober PBaderach Cheiical VWorks ut Friedriclisaafen.

The tnirty one (1) a/c formed in two attnck units.
The first unit was led b, Capt. William . shoemaxer, Opera—.
tions Orsicer of the 779tk Boabardument Sg. (ki) und the second
was led by lst Lt. Tra C. Casey, Operations Officer of the '
777th Bombardmneat g ().
2. The Group for-up, line rendezvous and Wing rencez-
vous ware excecuted s prescrived.

3. -B=24 a/c Mo 42-73340, one of the screduled,a/c re-
turned early from the forim-up area, landing at 03058 nours,
due to a ¢us leei in the lelt wing tank and elso a gas leuk
in No 3 booster pump. B=24 a/c o L2-73091, one of the sched-
uled #/¢ returned early from fndriae landing at 08155 hours,
becuuse flo 1 engine vas excessively throwing oll_gnd No 2

— engine oil teaperature gauge reglstered low.” B r/c No -

: L2=9537L, one of the scheduled a/c¢ returned earl; 011 42940 N-
1.5940'E landing at 09253 sours, because of an injly to ot .
Mdarvin G. siller caused by an empty shell case froun &another
/¢ crashing through the top turret and striuging the Sgt on
the left side of the face. B-=24 a/c No L42-52479, one .of the
scheduled a/c retugned early from 45052'N-12032'E landing

~at 11598 hours, because of an oil leak in Ne 1 engiae. The
Box lender gave peraission for the return of this a/c when
neither the Group Leader or Deputy Group Leader could bde .
contacted. B-24 a/c No 42-95337, one of the scheduled a/c o
returned early frow 46°:25'N=11950'E landing at 1239B hours :
because Mo 4 prop governor and oil pressure osciliated pre-
.venting this a/c¢ from Keepiaog up with the formation. -

. Lo “Twenty-Six (26) a/c were over tihe tafget at 1128B
id o hours (briefsd target time was 11308 nours) and the twenty-
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five (25).u/c¢ dropped sixty and one nalf (60,) tons of 500
pound ixed nbir and GP boubs (.l nose and amixed UL ana .0Z5
tail fuse)  fron 23,000 Teet. B-24 a/c o 42-52537 was unuble
to maintain Tforaation position pecuuse of one bad turbo aad

to iighten tie loud, jettlsoned cne ad cne half (li) tons of 7
barbs at h6°2O'N-12610'E and procgeded with the formation
.over tae target and released one half (5) ton ot bombs. Due
to & rack malfunction, one half (%) ton of bombs which failed
to release on the target were returned to base. B-24 a/c No
L2-51641 failed to release on the target due to a rack msl-
function and salvoad two and one half (2%) tons of boubs one
(1) minute after the formation had released. Jiour (L4) ol tue
a/c¢ returning early brought ten (10) tons of bu.os back to.
base, while the fiftn early return jettisoned two and one nalf
(25) tons of bombs at 45041'N-150241E.

Bomb strike photos show aumerous nits in tne target
srea with ecise points of jwpact obscured by sioke from the
av.ous group's bombing. Iowever, the hits which were det-
itely pin pointed are on all four sides of tie briefed wbl.
b oroxinately 2,000 feet furtper north, at least one direct
hit and several near nisses were scored on the hydrogen plant.
A few hits were on the railroad and highway Jjunction nortn of
tiie plant. Sixteen (10) bowmbs fell 6,000 - 7,000 reet short
~of the target. . : _ _—

5. The leider of the first attack unit used the C-1,auto-
matic pilot. The leader of the second attaok unit did.anot ..~
use the C-1 automatic pilot because it failed to function.

6. The flak at the target was described us i to LIk
and as IAH. It appears that Charlie and Dog boxes were over
the target at 22,000 feet and these two boxes were hit by con-
siderable Tlak, while Able and Baker boxes at 23,000 feet and
23,200 reet respectively were asbove most of the bursts and
received very little flak. Wloderate, heavy flak was observed o
at Belwano but.was not directed at this Group. .

7. Four (4)-ME-109 a/c were observed at Bolzano et 1235B
hours flying 3,000 feet below the formation which was at 18,
000 feet. The e/m were flying a course at rigint angles to
that of the formation. These e/a were reported only by members
of one crew and the observation is not otherwise corroborated.

8. Rendezvous was made with thirty five (35) P=-38 a/c
at 0950B hours at 44015'N-13036'E which provided excellent '
cover until 1245B hours at 47°43'N-09°25'E., The P-51 a/c : >
were first sighted at 1105B hours at 47930'§=-10°30'E and - :
- provided penetration, target and withdrawal escort and top

.
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cov.r. As many as seventy five (75) of tue r-51 a/c were
chserved Kseuving watch over tne formution. Tihis fignter

escort and cover was highly pralsed by all crew mempers.

The =51 asc were last sigotea at 13008 nours at LLO L5 T~
13915,

9. The weathar at take-off was clear with mcideraile nuze
restrictilig visioility to fifteen (15) mi.es. It was cleer
over the Adriatic with haze thicxkening and visiobility lower-
ing to ten (10) wmiles. &4 few scattered patches of ztruatus . :
were eacountered near the coust of nortuhern Italy coutinting
over land. At 22,000 feet;, 2,10 cirrus. C(ver tne slps tnere
was 6710 cumalus up to 15,000 feet uand cirrostratus iancreas-
ing to 6/10 coverage with base .at 26,000 reet. 1In places the -
cwaulus merged witihi the clrrostratus necsssitating circuyvention.
seettered tihunderstorms were enccuntered, visibility was fifteen
(15) miless A4t tuhe target 4/10 cirrus with a few low scut-.
tered cunwulus. Visibility fifteen (15) miles. The weabuer

. conditions on return were simular, with the exception trnat the

cumulus had increased slightly end built up to 18,000 feet.
There was 2,/10 zltostratus tops 10,000 feet at tne base on
return wit? visibility twenty (20) miles.
. 1 F y

10, Oh% crewAmemﬁer received minor injuries (refered to
in paTragraph three).

11. One (1) a/c received considerable flak demage &as &
result of which this a,c¢ crashed on landing at this base.
This a/c will be inoperational for more than twenty four (24)
hours., : ) . ' '

12. The followiag obsgrvations were reported by return-

‘ing crew menbers:

@, At 1151B hours at 47°34'W-10°12'E while the :
formation was at 19,000 feet, a silver B-24 was sighted 2,000 o
yards to the rear of Charlie Box at 16,000 feet. The B-24
zTpssed over the route of the formation and pulled up into a
position 100 yards and directly behind Beker 23. The B-24 :
remeined in this position for oniy one minute then passed B
below. the formation and flew on to join the group ahead. This
B-24 hed crange cowilugs and the leading edge of tihie wings was
orange. There was a plain white star, without the background,
on:the left wing, and the tail assemb.y carried no markings.

A large orange "R" was painted on the fuselage in the usual
position but without the conventional background. The tail
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turret wus O.D¢ color. Ynis &, ¢ nad tne nose, upser aud
ball vurrels trained forwerd. 7This /¢ couid not be ident-
ified 2s belonginis to any snow Sowd urous wid by its cetlons
aroused the susplcion of tie entlre crew wuxlig tihis reopcrt
of dhoeirvution. This peculiar circuaistaace was not recsorted
Ly meabers, of any other crews. ’

b. AU L1155 Lours.at L7Y52'h-10°937's frow 22,000
feet zbout twenty five (25) s=ilver twia cngine u/c weie oOb-
cerved wn tie sround at an L/G and adjoining faclery instelila-
tion,

Cat LLL58 bours ot .semnmingen h7°59 W=t OCLL 1
Froa 2,000 feet, forty (40) to rifty (50) —ur @nd taur were
ob:erhd dispeorsed to tne nertn and to the =outh of the Iun-
way , and -in the ncrikeast purt or the area. weveral wjc
were purxed near tne nangurs.

d. At 1L42B nhours at 47°L3'W-10020'E from 21,000
feet an oxtensive dnstallation consistling vi barracks and
factory buildiags was observed. Tue installation covered an
area of one scuure mile and was located in a wooded section ~
and well concealed. . . ’

13. fwenty six (26) a/c landed from L4458 hours to 1740B
hours. B- ~4 a/c No L2-52504 landed at Fermo st 14L00B hours
to refuel nnd landed at this base_at 1655 nours. B-24 a/c
Ho h2-70h72 landed at Pescuara at 14178 ngurs likewise to re-
Tuel and Landed at tnls base at L/udd HOATS

l4he tecause of weather condltlonu encountﬁled and also
due to the fact thut every efiort was made to maintain a good
wing formation the route was Tlown &ifferent than as brisafed.
rronv the T.r. at Caorle, the formation flew to 4L7930'N-120
10'E, then to Fuszen 47935'N-10040'E, and then to the I.2.
and thQHCL to the target. A track chart showing the route as
briefed and as flow1 is attached. .

15. wveven (7) a/c attempted photographs. oselected print
at itached. .. '. . ) '

For the Commanding Ofricer:

FuAnCIS F.osLDEs
2 Incls: S © . wlajor, AC )
Inel 1- Track Chart . . - - Intelllgcnc Officer
Incl 2- Selected Photogreph S




