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STRI¥CT:  Narretive Misaion Fevort

m0 - : Cormanfing O0fficer, 55th Bombardment “ine (F),
2P0 520, U £ Armv :

: 1. ©On 25 Julv 194k, 39 scheduleé B-2i a/c of this
Croun took off at 0655B hours to bomb the Linr, “huctrizs,
Hermsnn Goerines- Tant: Yorke. The 39 a/e¢ formed into 2
atteck units, the first beine led bv Ceptsin Villiem H.
Reddell, Commending Officer of the 776th Bomb. Sa. (H),
an? the second by Cantain John ¥, Nance, Assistent Groum
Overstions Officer..

2. TFour a/c returned early. A/C No. 42-525161 re=- -

" turned at 0738B hours, because of No. L supercharser gcoine
completely out, The crew of this a/c attemnted to obtain .

a gpare, but nomne vere aveilable, A/C No. 42-52537 return- !
ed at 1000B hours due 4o the illness of the pilot. . A/C

No. L2-52526 returned st 1145B hours hecsuse of gasoline

lesks in Nos. 2,3, =2nd L tanks end an oil leck in No. 1

engine. A/C No. L2-784,37 returned et 1316B hours beccuse

loss of its No. L ensine made it-impossible to keep up

with the formetlon. : C )

3., Visivility of 3 to 5 miles due to hmze, caused the -
box leaders to encounter difficulties in the Group form-up,
which was effected 5 minutes late. Two groun assembly,
however, was effected on time, and according to plan. ¥ing
rendevous was effected as presceribed, with, the 485th snd LAOth .
CGrouns first paralleling, and then joining the formation.

L. TRendevous with fighter escort was effected rirst
at 0956B hours at 45000'N = 15905'E, . Twenty P-38 a/c and 30
P-51 a/c were seen at this time. Fighter escort continued
to' and over the tarset, observations enroute ranging from 10
to 60 P-51" afe and from 2 to 30 P-38 a/c. Over the terget,
top cover a/c dropped chaff bombs. Upon withdrawal, both _
types of a/e were continuously seen, the last escort obser-. ;
vaetions Being up to 1245B hours and a position of L5°00'N - CE e
15010'%. All erews were uniformly warm in their praise of the . =

escort end fighter protection nrovided.:
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- . &, Tnemv #/e oksavyed vere one Me=1NQ nt the ferrot,
flvine in n Airection ommosite to thet o7 the Croun, znd ten
: AEF, athervise mniden*itiad, ot Melly, Anatyicd LECLLT -
: ‘ 15019tT,  TMrese letter e/s vere enpmped in v Ao fieht with

friendaly escort =1 = econcidershle dlestance r~vry. Tris Croun
hré no encommtbers, '

. T IF Plek wee encountered =t the fereet  sand durine
* the prllv from the tervest., Spot concentrutions vere oheeryed
APf ~n@ on in the tameet srer for ohout é minutes, lendine
ceversl orews tn renort thet the flek vwes of borroce tirme.
The flnk vleture, re eoined¢ from interrorction, inficrtes
that the flek hetterise vere sendine up snlvoes from =11 ruime
. in the batterv g1 the asme time, wnd thet their fipe v as very
corttered, heine af times hirh, lov, ond off %o hoth sicdes,
Qayerel ereve -reported sceing chaff bombhs from frientlv escort. :
n/c, exnlodins ehove them, and were of the.oninion that thig ..
incressed ohaff meterisllv 2ided to Aecrense the efficlency
in sim af the A k., below, "Flek wse aheerved ot Teorebh, ‘ -
Moderste and Hervv, s=nd st Stevr, Intense =nd Hervv, The '
acenracy of the L.A. fire at these vointe could not he judred
One of our ¢/¢, an esrlv return, encountered & A H flak =%
St. Tanz LEOO'N. - 1ROLS'TF, -

: 7. Thirtv-four e/c wvere over the tarset ot 11288 hours

(briefed tareet time 1120B hours). Tiehty-two tons of 1,000

1h. G.P. hombs (.1 nose #nd ,025 tril fusine) wvere drovned on

the tareet from 23,000 ft. One a/c nt LACO5'N - 15028'E, wes

forced to jettison one bomb (1/2 ton) to keep up with the

Group. The remsining four hombe vere relesnsed on the toreet.

Tue to rzck and door malfunctions, snother e/c, efter suc- :

cessPullv meking ifs homb. run, was forced to refurn its 2 1/2
5 tons of bombs to Bese. 2 third a/c, an esrly return, relens- '
% ed their five bombs (2 1/2 tons) at 4L6°30'N - 15%45'k, on a SR

tareet of opportunitv which they believed to be a flak in-

stellstion, then firing at them on their return route., Three

a/c¢, early returns, brousht beek their entire bomb loads to

bese, 2 total of 7 1/2 tons. One a/c, now missineg, was known

not to have flown over the terset. The disvosition of its

bomb load .(2 1/2 tons) is unknown. o : '

8. .Pesults of the bombing are considered excellent.
Previous, bombing had covered the area with considershle smoke
a ' end dust, bubt it is believed thet this Group scored” hnumerous
~ . hits on the southeast section of the steel works, snd. also
' hit the transformer stetion end railroad trecks edjzcent, The
smoke screen over the target was, 1n general, considersdbly
obscured by smoke from previous hombines. Smoke pots were
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roottee se hriefad rna riso slons e line st richt eneoies Yo
thet brieferd, tn excellent vnicture shonins these illustrations
ie {neloared 2or internretation s#né svrluntion. :

9. One cesuslty to crev nersonnel was inflicted on this .-
mission. &/Set Pobert J Lemb, &f the 778th Eomh fno,, was
elirhtlv cut on the richt cheek by rless Trom the nose turrct,
brolken bv flak., Tvo 2/c vere slightlv demerced by flak, peither =
of them beins inmverstion~l for more then 7/ hours.

Rl o

10. The werther =t Prcse on Take-0Off wrs rood, excent Tor

n hervv haze that mestricted visibilify to 3 to 5 miles. Clouds
in the szren vere to the North, of 2/10 cumulus, bage at 5000
£+, Fnroute, it vas clear over the A@ristic, Over the Dinaric

g £lns there wes shratus L/10 in patches, tops 8000 ft. In ‘

' the Tarret eres, there woas scerttered cumulus end over the

Austrion flns, /10 cumulus with tons &t 15,000 ft, At the
Tarret, visibility was 20 miles, vith &/10 elto cumilns, tone
15,000 ft. to 18,000 ft. Over the Dinaric Alos there was 5/10
alto cumulus, toos 17,000 ft, Over the Aérictic, there ves
2/10 cirrug, =2nd at the haze on return, 4/10 cumulus,

) 11. Thirtv-three »/c lended n»t this base from 1352B hours
£0 1L27B hours. One‘s/c lended et 1630B hours, due to first
lsnéding - at Foegple No. 2 in..order to replenish fuel. One a/c,
B-2i No. L42-5248L, 1is missine. This a/c was last observed =t
10L5E hours ~t 4,6°38'N - 15052'E.. Its No. 2 enesine had been
emokine for s vhile, the pllot feathered it, meeled o*f and
turned beck, seemingly under control.

12.. The following observations were made.

Tine Plecce AXt. Observstion
11378 47935'N - 1,°08'F 22,000 Large Smelting Plant
Rl : . - - 2nd Hydro Flectric Plant
12308 45°20'N - 15935'E 115,000 Word "TITO" on ground
L o . ' 100 ft. letters
10308 L5950!N = 150511 E 20,000 - Large fectory, signs of

o activity, stecks smokKing
10108 45030'N - 15033'E Kaelovee 18,000 M/Y over, 500 wegons
11488 Zeltveg . 21,000 A/D 30/L0 e/e fiehters

13. Route was flown as briefed excemt for evasive action
on .return. route to avoid flsk at Klagenfurt. Truck chart




e T ity im A et pearee g omoaciorig s, 0 S sl
: ‘f L THIS PAGIT IS UNCILASSTESE D o "

.

T e 0. CRINTIAL Rounls Britich O TENSTAL

T.tr Narrative Miszion REenovi contd
ghotv'ines routs is inclnsed,

1L. TFive (5) a/e attemmieé mhotoer~ans, Felected
nrint inclosed,

For the Commanding O07ficer .

-

FRANCIS ¥, TLITE,
Mz jor Air Corns,

Groun S=2 O0fficer.
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