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SURI*CT: Narrative ¥Mission Renort

TO : ' Commanding Officer, 55th Bombardment Vine (¥),
APO 520, T & LArmy | ) .
Attn: A-2 .

1. On 2 July 194) startine at 0630F hours, 39 B-24 s’c
of 39 a/e scheduled, took off to bomb the Budene t-Rakos M/Y
(primary tareet). The 39 a/c formed in two (2) esttaeck units.
The first unit wes led bv MaJor Clarence G. Poff, Commanding
Officer of thke 778th Bombardment Squsdr-n (H) en@ the second
by Lt Rohert M Foviler, Flight Lezder of the 779th Bombarﬁmpnt
Squeadron (H). .

.. 2. Group take off and assembly was accomplished according
to plan. Line ronde~vous with L65th Bombardment Group (H) at .
Andria was as prescribed., The L&ELth Bombardment Group (H) arrived -
tvo (2) minutes early st Spinarzole, and to vermit the other two
(2) groups of this wing to fell in prover form=tion, a slight.
dog-leg was executed. The wing was formed shortly after passing -
over qpina:?zola end preceeded on course.

3. - Rendezvous with the fiphter escort which consisted of
20 P-38 a/c, 10 P-L7 e/c and LO P-51 a/c was effected commencing
at 0929B hours at 4L°19'N-18020'E, The Bombers vere piven )
excellent penetration escort, target cover and withdrawal escort -
to the Yugoslavian coast, the escort. departing at 1205B hours. I

211 of the crews at 1ntprrogation report the recognition of P-51 6
‘a/e with red noses. No yellow nosed P-51 a/c ‘were -observed y -DoT

vere the wing markings_or recognition leftore ihdentified.

h. Five (5) B-24 a/c returned eerly' B-2, a/c No.
,2-52357 returned early due to complete failure of No 3 en-
gine necessitating the fentherine of the engine. This a/c
jettisoned ten (10) “bombs sgafe at (4L1°15'N - 16050'E). B-24
a/c No. 42-78701 returned earlv when the nose turret, the tall
turret, and the ball turret were found inoperative. This a/¢ re=-
turned ten (10) bombs to base. B=24 a/¢ No. 4,2-783L0 returned
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early due to the fect that the rirsht landing geer failed to look

{n the retracted position. Thie a/c jettisoned ten (10) bombs

safe st (L1932'N - 16°956'%). B=-24 a/c No. 42-78318 returned esrly

due to gas leed in lines in the resr of the bomb bay which wes
fYookine the bombh bay. This a/c jettisoned ten (10) .boribs =t

(LL,OLO'N - 19002'F)., R-24 a/c No. 4L?=-78261 returned esrlvy vhen §
loss of c¢il in No. 2 engine made it necescary to feather the enrsine. -~
This a/c jettisoned ten- (10) bombs =t (44O026'N - 18059'F).

5, No flek or enemy plsnes were encountered or ohserved
enroute toQ the target. At the terpet IAH flek was encountered,
The main. formetion flying at its assigned 21ltitude was above
"most of the flak bursts. However, cdue to the fect that the lesad
a/c of Dogr Box had two superchaergers out end was unehle to reach
the mssiegned sltitude, thls box, coming into the target at be-
tween 19,500 feet and 20,000 feet, received many flak hits. The
a/e¢ in this box, which maintrined » tight hox formstion 2t all
times, suffered considerable flak dsmage, and four (L) crew mem-
hers of e/c flying in Tog Box received flek injuries., In the
target erea, at 1031B hours, 4 ME-109 a/c were ohserved, de-
ployed for attack, one of which attacked from 12 o'clock high
and pressed, the attack to within L0O yards of a/c No. 42-52549
which " wag flying in Dog Box. Sgt. Walter H. Stutts, nose gun- .
ner of afe. L2-525.9 opened fire on the ME-109 at sbout 600 yards.
The e/a pulled up and ovér Dog Box, smoking hadly, and was seen
"to cresh. T¥/A observed in the target esreas consisted of six (6)
ME-109 a/c and four (4) F'-=190 a/c¢. These e/a apreared to dhe
well engeged by our friendly escort with the exception of the
encounter mentioned. - No particul=r markinegs or pveculiar tadétics
were employed by the enemy. On the return route, the formation
flying west off of the. briefed course wzas engaged by flak =t
Sarajevo vwhile flying at between 15,000 =znd 16,000 feet. The

crews had been briefed to avoid this flak area. TFlak at Sarsjevo
~was MAH spvarently consisting of ahont 12 heavy guns. Also SIH :
_ flak wns encountered at Tuzia (4L4O33'N - 18°,L5'E). SIL flak was: . -
observed at Mostar, : : : : :

Thirty four (34) B=24 a/c of this group were over the. :
target at 1028B hours (assigned target time was 1014B hours).
Thirty four (3L) a/c dropped 643 tons of 500 pounds General
~ Purpose Bombs (.l nose and mixed .0l and non-delay tall fuses)
from 23,700 feet.. Dog Box dronned from 19,500 feet to 20,000
feet. Four (L) early returns Jjettisoned tem (10) tons of bombs.
B-2. a/e No. L2-95228 jettiszoned + ton of bombs west of the tar-
get when one (1) bomb failed to release due to rack malfunction.
B-24 a/c¢ No. L2-78326 returned ¥ ton of bombs to base when, due
"to a rack malfunction, bombs could not be released or sslvoed. . R
One (1) early return brought back 24 tons of bombs. to the bsse. - .
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the crews at interroeetion, vtro steted thet the M/Y was full
of wacons and thet the M/Y was well covered bv strikes.

7. Yerther nt the brse at teke off wass 1/10 scettered
crmulus at 20,000 feet. ‘There was 2/10 cumulus =t 18,000
feet over the Adristic, lowering to 14,000 feet over the
mountains of Yuposlavid snd covererse increnvinp to 3/10.
Vi=sibilitv was 18 miles weth slisht hnze. Fome salto-stratus
prevelled, At the terrset there was 5/10 cirro-stratus at
- 20,000 feet with visihility 18 miles. On return neer the
Hinesrinn Yugoslevian border, visibility increased to 25 miles
wvith 5/10 alto-gumulus with tops at 15,000 feet, which low=
ered to 10,000 feet over the mountsins of Yupos]nvie. The
Adristic wns hazv with visitility 18 miles and nlto-cumulus
sctivity =2t 14,000 feet. At the base on-return the sceattered
cumulus hed lowerpﬁ to 7000 feet with = 5/10 coverace and
v*sibilitv wns restrigcted in have.

8. Thirty-four a/c lended at 125OB hours vithout in-
cident.

9., Seven (7) a/c received minor flak dasmage, ~nd three
(3) a/e¢ were sufficiently damaced tn be inoperetionel for
more thsn °h hours. :

10.° S Set Lewis§R. Cook, ASN 35118567, 779th Bombardiment -,
Squadron (F), risht welst gunner on n/c No. 42~95337 suffered a :
flak wound 1n his right thigh, end has been removed to the.
26th Stetion Hosnitel in Bari.

Sgt A. W. Mc Nell, ASN 13084807, 77ch Bomhardment
Sqguadron (H), radio - gunner on a/¢ No. L2-95337 sauffered a
flak wound in his rieht thieh, and -has baen removed to~the
26th Station Hosnital in Bari.

S Sgt Frnest J. Turner, ASN ?OQ?OSLO 779th Bombardment
Sqguadron (H), right weist gunner on e/c No. 42 20351 received
a slipht wound on the right check from flsk. He remains on
duty stetus. '
- 2nd Lt, Scott £. Murphy, ASN O 736553, 779th Bombardment
Squedron (H), co-pilot on a/e¢ No. 42-52526 received a slight
‘sereteh from flak on his left checku He remains on duty status.

11. Observations of Importence were r_ported bv crews at
interropnation as follows: (

‘ Two (2) B=2L4a/c burnina on the eround were obs erved
at 1039B hours st (47°00'N - 18°,7'FE) from sir altitude of _
18,000 feet. No chutes were seen in the vicfnity. S e

. About LO large barpeées were observed in the Danube River '

-at 1045B hours from 20,000 feet. All crews report heavy barge
traffic in this rivpr., .
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12, The route zz briefed 2nd as “lown is nlotted on
.att=ched target chert. To the terget the route was flown
as friefed, then to Szekazard (LEO2L'N - 180L1'T) ==
briefed, then Airectlv to Sarsjevo rt whieh voint =5 turn
w' s made tn the left to brine the formation back on to the
briefed courre. .

13. Sir (6) a/c sttempte@ thotopraphs. Six (6) a/c tnok
photoeranhe, The nepgatives from one (1) c=mers 40 not show
borh strikes., Selected prints from five (5) =/c are =+ tschrd.

For the Commandine Officer:‘

FRENOIS F. TLTFP,
Me jor, Afir Coros,
Int=1lligence Officer.

A2 Incls:
Ircl 1 - Track Chert
Inel 2 - Photos (5 sets)




